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District Governor John Tanionos officially opens the 80th District Convention of Bay State District 8 at 
10:00 am on Saturday, June 9, 2012 
 
Roll call of convention delegates is taken, with the attendees recorded by Brother District Secretary 
Demetrios G. Vidalis 
 

Seat Late Entry Delegates 

A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to seat Brother George Panagoulopoulos of Brockton, 
Lord Byron Chapter 57 as a delegate registering late and is seconded by Brother Peter Katsos.  
The motion passes unanimously. 
 

The District Governor’s Report is presented by Brother District Governor John Tanionos (attached). 
 

Brother Constantine Calliontzis is nominated by Brother George Panagopoulos as Convention Chairman.   
Brother Calliontzis accepts the nomination. 
There are no other nominations. 
All present vote in favor. 
 
Brother Theodore Nikolopoulos is nominated by Brother Steven Michaelides as Convention Vice-
Chairman. 
Brother Nikolopoulos accepts the nomination. 
There are no other nominations. 
All present vote in favor. 
 
Brother Demetrios G. Vidalis is nominated by Brother Alex Geourntas as Convention Secretary.   
Brother Vidalis accepts the nomination. 
There are no other nominations. 
All present vote in favor. 
 
Minutes from the 79

th
 District 8 Convention, held on May 12, 2011 in Newport, RI, were presented to 

the convention delegates prior to the convention via postal and electronic mail.   
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to accept the minutes of the 2011 79th District 8 
Convention and is seconded by Brother Steven Michaelides. 
The motion passes unanimously. 
 

Supreme Governor (region 4) Nicholas Nikas speaks to the body. 
Brother Supreme Governor Nicholas Nikas addresses the body urging every chapter to support the National 
level of AHEPA by contributing to the 90th Anniversary Supreme Convention Album. He reviews his 
visitations to District 8 with the body, and thanks those who invited him to participate in their events and 
meetings. He follows up on a letter he wrote to all chapter officers in the district, particularly on three key 
points. First being the promoting of Hellenism by having a grass roots liaison from each chapter. He 
continues on to congratulate District 8 for being able to add the remaining congressmen of Massachusetts 
to the Hellenic Caucus. He then discusses membership and challenges each chapter to set a 2012 year end 
membership goal.  He informs the Brothers of the upcoming Supreme Convention in Las Vegas, and the 
90th anniversary of AHEPA.  He opens the floor to answer any questions.  
 

The District Scholarship Committee Report is presented by Brother Theodore Nikolopoulos (attached). 
 
The District Scholarship, Peter L. Bell Scholarship, and Charitable Fund Reports are presented by 
Brother George Leasca (attached).  
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Joseph Coutlis to accept the District Scholarship, Peter L. Bell 
Scholarship, and Charitable Fund Reports and is seconded by Brother George Panagopoulos.   
The motion passes unanimously. 
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The District Athletic Committee Report is presented by Brother George Leasca. 
Brother Leasca reports on the successful District Bowling Tournament and Sons of Pericles’ Basketball 
Tournament. The district was also able to enter a basketball team into the Harry Agganis Basketball 
Tournament. 
 

The District Auxiliary Committee Report is presented by Brother Jason-Demetrios Vergados, President 
of SOP Hub Chapter 27, and Supreme Governor of the Sons of Pericles. 
 
Brother Vergados updates the body as to the status of the Sons nationally, which have grown to over 40 
chapters with more than 700 members worldwide.  
The Boston SOP has been very active as they participated in numerous Boston AHEPA chapter events, 
Albany, NY Sons and Maids Valentine’s Day dance, Montreal Sons and Maids St. Patrick’s Day event, 
Harry Agganis Basketball Tournament, Sons’ West and East Coast Basketball Tournaments. They have 
also held two successful outings this year, including a Celtic’s game outing, and their 5th annual Red Sox 
cookout and game. The Boston SOP will also be holding their monthly meeting tonight. Brother Vergados 
further informs the body that many of the Brothers are very active dual members. The Boston chapter of the 
sons is also the largest in the Order with 77 members. He tells the body of the Boston Sons’ plans to host a 
New Year’s Function, build a webpage within the AHEPA District 8 website (baystateAHEPA.org), 
continue the annual basketball tournament in October, and also begin an outreach with the GOYA’s within 
District 8 to participate with the AHEPA youth, and in the Hellenic History Tournament.  
He also notifies the body of increased interest to start Sons of Pericles chapters from Worcester, Lowell, 
and Watertown.  
 
CONVENTION COMMITTEES AND CHAIRMEN 
Brother Convention Chairman Calliontzis requests for volunteers to chair the various committees of the 
convention.  The following come forward: 
 
Scholarship……... Brother Peter Katsos 
Charitable……..... Brother Alex Geourntas 
Athletic………..... Brother George Leasca 
Public Relations… Brother Joseph Coutlis 
Audit………….... Brother Chris Singas 
Budget………….. Brother John Abate 
Resolutions……... Brother Athanasios Vulgaropulos 
 
At 11:35am the convention breaks up into committees. 
 
At 1:00pm the convention breaks for lunch. 
 
At 2:10pm the convention reconvenes. 
 
CONVENTION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The Convention Scholarship Committee Report is presented by Brother Peter Katsos 

Brother Katsos reports that the committee makes the following recommendations: 
1) Enforce the By-Laws by having one DOP member on the Scholarship Committee. 
2) Move the announcement of available scholarships from November to February, so as to allow the 

Committee enough time to determine what money will be available. 
3) Use $10,900 of principle for this year only to fulfill all the scholarships. 

 
A motion is put forward by Brother Steve Michaelides to accept the Convention Scholarships Committee 
Report and is seconded by Brother George Panagopoulos.   
Discussion Follows. 
The motion passes. 
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The Convention Charitable Committee Report is presented by Brother Alex Geourntas. 
Brother Geourntas reports that the committee makes the following recommendations: 
Donate $535 to the Hellenic American Academy in Lowell, MA. 
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Chris Singas to accept the Convention Charitable Committee Report 
and is seconded by Brother Frank Fotis.   
The motion passes unanimously.  
 

The Convention Athletic Committee Report is presented by Brother George Leasca 
Brother Leasca reports that the committee makes the following recommendations: 

1) District 8 sponsors a team for the Sons of Pericles 2013 Eastern regional tournament. 
2) District 8 raises awareness thru a survey to form, with the purpose to form a team to be sponsored 

for the AHEPA Softball Tournament. 
3) District 8 post a survey letter for a regional candlepin tournament, with the Athletic Director 

writing a letter to gauge participation interest. If 5 or more chapters are interested, plan a spring 
tournament. 

4) District 8 finds a host chapter for the District 8 Candlepin Bowling Tournament. 
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to accept the Convention Athletic Committee Report 
and is seconded by Brother Steve Michaelides. 
Discussion follows. 
The motion passes unanimously.  
 

2013 District 8 Candlepin Bowling Tournament Host City 

A motion is put forward by Brother Peter Katsos that Lynn hosts the 2013 District 8 Candlepin Bowling 
Tournament, and is seconded by Brother Steve Michaelides. 
The motion passes unanimously. 
 

The Convention Resolutions Committee Report is presented by Brother Athanasios Vulgaropulos 
Brother Vulgaropulos reports that the committee makes the following recommendations: 

1) AHEPA continues to strengthen its grassroots network  
2) AHEPA continues efforts to grow the Hellenic Caucus 
3) AHEPA continues to support resolution HR180 
4) AHEPA urges our government to pressure Turkey to honor religious freedom and cease violating 

Greek waters and air space 
5) AHEPA promotes actions to return Parthenon marbles to Greece 
6) AHEPA strengthens ties with other Hellenic American organizations 
7) AHEPA supports the Pontian Greek American committee for recognition of the Greek Pontian 

Genocide 
8) AHEPA supports a proclamation to make March “Hellenic History Month” 
9) AHEPA makes efforts to stop Turkey and FYROM from infiltrating revisionist propaganda into 

school systems 
10) AHEPA condemns the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus, the illegal occupation of Northern 

Cyprus, and Turkey’s disregard of United Nations Resolutions. 
11) AHEPA continues support of positions of FYROM issues 
12) AHEPA should influence the American Government and congress to pressure European 

Governments, banks, and other financial institutions to actively seek an equitable solution for the 
resolution of the economic crisis in Greece and other European Union countries.  

 
A motion is put forward by Brother Peter Katsos to accept points 1 – 11 of the Convention Resolutions 
Committee Report and is seconded by Brother Joseph Coutlis. 
The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Constantine Lagos to accept point 12 of the Convention Resolutions 
Committee Report and is seconded by Brother Damon Bakas. 
Discussion follows. 
The motion fails. 
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The Convention Public Relations Committee Report is presented by Brother Joseph Coutlis 
Brother Coutlis reports that the committee makes the following recommendations: 

1. District 8 host a community dinner to present donations (i.e. defibrillator, GPS bracelet, etc.) to a 
VIP guest’s organization 

2. District 8 establishes a community award to be presented at a ceremony with a light reception.  
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to accept the Convention Public Relations Committee 
Report and is seconded by Brother John Tanionos.   
Discussion follows. 
The motion passes by a vote of 11 to 8. 
 

The Convention Auditing Committee Report is presented by Brother Chris Singas 
Brother Singas reports to the convention that the income and expenses of the District reconciled.   
 
A motion is put forward by Brother George Christopulos to accept the Convention Audit Committee Report 
and is seconded by Brother Steve Michaelides.   
The motion passes unanimously. 
 
The Convention Budget Committee Report is presented by Brother District Treasurer John Abate 
Brother Abate reports that the committee makes the following recommendation: 
 
Each chapter in District 8 pays $10 per member to the AHEPA Bay State District 8 Lodge. Membership 
will be based upon the number of members as reported by AHEPA National Headquarters on December 
31st of the previous year. It shall include all Active, Life, and Dual members. The $10 shall be disbursed as 
$4.50 towards District 8 communications expenses, $4.00 towards the District 8 per capita, and $1.50 
towards the District 8 Scholarship Fund. 
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to table the Convention Budget Committee 
recommendation and is seconded by Brother Theodore Nikolopoulos.   
Discussion follows. 
The motion passes. 
 
Brother Abate then reports on the Convention Budget Committee Report of anticipated income and 
expenses for District 8. 
 
A motion is put forward by Brother Peter Katsos to accept the Convention Budget Committee Report and is 
seconded by Brother George Panagopoulos.   
Discussion follows. 
The motion passes. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Brother Calliontzis inquires as to the status of a motion made, and passed, at the 2011 District 8 
Convention for the District Governor to appoint a committee to explore and implement a program to place 
flowers at the graves of Greek Orthodox Veterans’ at the National Cemeteries in MA. Brother District 
Governor John Tanionos informs the body that he made phone calls within 48 hours after the proposal was 
made last year and that it was never taken any further.  Brothers Peter Vergados and George Leasca 
volunteer to aid in the process.  
 

82
nd

 District 8 Convention in 2014 Host City 

Brother Steve Michaelides will refer back to Lowell Hellas Chapter 102 to see if the chapter will be able to 
serve as host.  
Brother Charles Kiritsy will also check with Worcester Peter L. Bell Chapter 80. 
A motion is put forward by Brother Alex Geourntas to give the District Lodge the authority to select the 
2014 District 8 Convention host, after it has been looked into by the perspective chapters and is seconded 
by Brother Peter Katsos.  
The motion passes unanimously. 
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Elections to the District Scholarship Committee 

The convention is informed that the three year terms on the District Scholarship Committee held by Brother 
Peter Katsos and Brother Frank Fotis have expired.  
 
Brother Frank Fotis is nominated by Brother Alex Geourntas to serve a term of three years on the District 8 
Scholarship Committee. 
Brother Fotis declines the nomination.  
 
Brother Peter Katsos is nominated by Brother Ted Nikolopoulos to serve a term of three years on the 
District 8 Scholarship Committee. 
Brother Katsos accepts the nomination.  
 
Brother Michael Krikonis nominated by Brother Chris Singas to serve a term of three years on the District 
8 Scholarship Committee. 
Brother Krikonis accepts the nomination 
There are no other nominations. 
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominees. 

 
Scholarship Committee Members are: 

 Theodore Nikolopoulos   through 2013 
 Chris Singas   through 2014 
 Peter Katsos   through 2015 

Michael Krikonis   through 2015 
 

Elections to the District Charitable Committee  

The convention is informed that the three year term on the District Charitable Committee held by Brother 
Steve Pithis has expired.  
 
Brother Steve Michaelides is nominated by Brother Frank Fotis to serve a term of three years on the 
District Charitable Committee.  
Brother Michaelides accepts the nomination.  
There are no other nominations. 
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 

 
Charitable Committee Members are: 

 Alex Geourntas   through 2013 
Constantine Calliontzis  through 2013 
George Economou  through 2014 
Steve Michaelides  through 2015 

 

Elections to the District Public Relations Committee 

The convention is informed that the one year term on the District Public Relations Committee held by 
Brother John Abate has expired. 
 
Brother Joseph Coutlis is nominated by Brother Frank Fotis to serve a term of three years on the District 
Public Relations Committee.  
Brother Coutlis accepts the nomination.  
There are no other nominations. 
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 

 
Public Relations Committee Members are: 

 George Panagopoulos  through 2013 
 Chris Alex   through 2014 

Joseph Coutlis   through 2015 
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ELECTIONS OF DISTRICT 8 LODGE OFFICERS 

The convention is informed of the seven District Lodge offices that need to be elected. 
 

District 8 Governor  

Brother Frank Fotis is nominated by Brother John Tanionos for the position of District 8 Governor.   
Brother Fotis accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations. 
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 
District 8 Lieutenant Governor  

Brother Demetrios G. Vidalis is nominated by Brother Frank Fotis for the position of District 8 
Lieutenant Governor.   
Brother Vidalis accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations.   
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 

District 8 Secretary 

Brother George Panagopoulos is nominated by Brother Demetrios Vidalis for the position of District 8 
Secretary.   
Brother Panagopoulos accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations.  
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 

District 8 Treasurer 
Brother John Abate is nominated by Brother John Tanionos for the position of District 8 Treasurer.   
Brother Abate accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations. 
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 

District 8 Marshal 

Brother Basil Patsios is nominated by Brother Phillip Kallan for the position of District 8 Marshal.   
Brother Patsios accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations.   
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 
District 8 Warden 

Brother Alex Orphanos is nominated by Brother Demetrios G. Vidalis for the position of District 8 
Warden.   
Brother Orphanos  accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations.   
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 
District 8 Athletic Director 
Brother George Leasca is nominated by Brother Peter Vergados for the position of District 8 Athletic 
Director.   
Brother Leasca accepts the nomination.   
There are no other nominations.   
The Convention Chair directs the Convention Secretary to cast one vote for the nominee. 
 
For the good of the Order 

� Brother Peter Vergados speaks on the AHEPA Journey to Greece program and urges the District 
to support it any way it can. 

� Brother Tanionos echoes the remarks of Brother Vergados 
� Brother Calliontzis speaks on Brothers supporting each other’s events.  
� Brother Steve Michaelides speaks on the Hellenic American Academy in Lowell, MA and urges 

the District and its chapters to support the Academy.  
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� Brother Charles Kiritsy thanks the host chapter and commends Brother Calliontzis on his efforts 
as Convention Chairman. 

� Brother Frank Fotis thanks the convention for their support and lets them know he is always 
available for help and to try and attend as many events as possible.  

� Brother Calliontzis speaks to the body regarding a property in Northfield, MA. Unfortunately 
AHEPA was unable to obtain it.  

 
A motion is put forward by Brother Demetrios G. Vidalis that “the convention adjourn,” and is seconded 
by Brother Theodore Nikolopoulos.  
The motion passes unanimously. 
 
The 80th Bay State District 8 Convention of 2012 adjourns at 4:15pm. 
 
Prepared and respectfully submitted by 

 
Brother Demetrios G. Vidalis 
80th District 8 Convention Secretary 
June 09, 2012 
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80
th

 AHEPA BAY STATE DISTRICT 8 CONEVNTION 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Delegates 

 
� Boston, Athens 24 

Daman S. Bakas  
Joseph Coutlis  
Philip S. Kallan  
George Primpas  
Jason-Demetrios A. Vergados  
Peter J. Vergados  

 
� Haverhill, Acropolis 39 

Dr. Byron Chopas  
Theodore A. Guvelis  
James Tzitzon  
 

� Lynn, Aristides 50 
Peter C. Katsos  
Charlie Speridakos  

 
� Brockton, Lord Byron Chapter 57 

George Panagoulopoulos  

� Worcester, Peter L. Bell 80 
Charles P. Kiritsy  
Michael Krikonis  
Chris Singas  
 

� Lowell, Hellas 102 
 George A. Christopulos  

Steven C. Michaelides  
  
� Watertown, Harris J. Booras 406 

Dr. Socrates George Colt  
Athan E. Galanis  
Constantine B. Lagos  
Demetrios Tsatsarones  
Thomas C. Tsekrekas  
Athanasios A. Vulgaropulos  

 

 
 
 

DISTRICT LODGE 

John A. Tanionos, District Governor 
Frank P. Fotis, District Lt. Governor 

Demetrios G. Vidalis, District Secretary 
John A. Abate, District Treasurer, PDG 

Basil Patsios, District Marshal 
George A. Panagopoulos, District Warden 

George P. Leasca, District Athletic Director 
 
 

PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS 

Theodore G. Nikolopoulos, PDG 
Constantine P. Calliontzis, Supreme Board of Trustees, PDG 

Alex G. Geourntas, PSG, PDG 
 
 

GUEST 

Nicholas A. Nikas, AHEPA Supreme Governor (Region 4) 
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