
2024 Bay State District 8 Convention 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

11 May 2024 
 
 

 
 
Meeting called to order at:  9:28am, Saturday, 11 May 2024 
 
Attendance:  

●​ Charles Kiritsy, District Governor(DG) 
●​ Dino Constantinou, District Lieutenant Governor(DLG) 
●​ John Abate, District Treasurer(DT) 
●​ George Papalambros, District Athletic Director(DAD) 
●​ George Daskalos, District Secretary(DS) 
●​ Jon Butterbaugh, District Marshall(DM) 

 
Welcome and Remarks:  
 
The District Governor welcomed everyone. Thank Brother Dimitri Vasquez for hosting the 
convention.  
 
Recognized guests 
Supreme Governor District 4 - Alex Bitsioulis 
Grand Governor of District 7 : MaryAnn Bitsiouis, Daughters of Penelope 
Past District Governor District 7: Lisa Pappas 
Supreme Governor of Sons of Pericles: George Antonellis 
Governor of Daughters of Penolope: Elaine Kevgas 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Recognized that the Woburn Chapter has been reinstated, specifically Brother Dimitri Vasquez. 
DG praised them for their efforts in reconstituting their chapter. 
 
Other Remarks: 

●​ George Antonellis,Supreme Governor of the Sons of Pericles(New Haven, CT): Honored 
to be here. District 8 has two chapters, one in Boston and one in Lowell. District 8 has 35 
sons. Looking to grow the participation in the District.  

●​ Elaine Kevgas, Governor of the Daughters of Penelope: Shared that they initiated their 
second chapter in peabody and are working on third. 
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●​ Marianne Boutsioulis, Present District Governor(DOP): Honored to be present at the 
convention. Remarked that the best part of her position is getting to meet new people. 
She congratulated everyone present. 

●​ Lisa Pappas: Past District President(DOP): Encouraged everyone to keep the spirit of 
AHEPA,DOP, Sons and Maids alive. Congratulated everyone for keeping it going. 

●​ Elaine Kevgas: Thanked Woburn for hosting event and commended Woburn for 
resurrecting their Chapter 

●​ DG introduced the officers of District 8 plus our financial advisor George Leasca 
●​ Alex  Boutsioulis, Supreme Governor of Region 4: Thanked DG for his invitation. Offered 

congratulations to Woburn for hosting the convention and resurrecting the Chapter. 
Feels certain things need change to stay relevant with current members and to attract 
new members. Encouraged chapters to work with the DOP to build membership. 
 

 
 
DISTRICT 8 BUSINESS SESSION 
 
A. Commencement of the 2024 District Convention by District Governor- Charles Kiritsy 

●​  Roll Call of Delegates - George Daskalos District Secretary 
○​ Role Taken 
○​ Recognized Woburn’s alternates  
○​ Voted to seat George Leasca and Dalton Respass for Worcester chapter 
○​ Voted to seat brother Nicholas Yiokarinis 

B. Voting Strength - 25 Members(See attached) 
C. Election of Convention Chairman - Peter Vergados nominated and accepted  
D. Election of Convention Vice Chairman - Charles Kiritsy nominated 
Dimitrios Vasquez nominated and accepted 
 
E. Election of Convention Secretary - George Daskalos nominated and accepted 
F. Oath of Office Administered to Convention Officers by District Governor – oath was 
administered 
G. Convention Officers assume their duties 
 
H. Reading and adoption of 2022 Convention Minutes - minutes were accepted without 
comment  
I. District Governor/District Officer Reports 
 
District Governor Report:  
 
Thank all of the member chapters for the hospitality and reception that has been shown to him 
during his visitations. He has tried to visit every chapter at least once this year. Congratulated 
Boston and Haverhill for their 100th anniversary galas, Boston in September 2023, Haverhill in 
April 2024. The DG was heartened to see such strong turnout at these events and commend 
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their effort to put on these important events because they bring chapter members together. 
Lynn’s 100th is happening in fall of 2024. Brockton’s is 2025. 
 
DG shared that the district lodge met seven times in the past year.DG congratulated his fellow 
district officers for their contributions. His hope going forward is that the Lodge stays together 
going forward. 
 
Visitations: Watertown, Lynn(attended at christmas. Very encouraged how the chapter is being 
resurrected) Lowell (meeting, and golf tournament), and Boston. 
 
Mentioned the district to bowling tournament 
 
Charitable donations: donations given to two nursing homes, one in Canton and one in 
Worcester. 
 
He looks forward to the progress of Ahepa going forward. 
 
Question: Why is Lowell not participating in the District Convention? For that matter why aren’t 
some of the other chapters not present. Response by DG: Not an easy answer. DG finds 
chapters get busy with their internal events, doesn’t excuse it, but does explain. Covid has also 
had an impact in participation. District Lodge needs to continue to work to encourage their 
participation. 
 
Peter Vergados: Hespoke about his experience with Lowell and Marlborough in not attending 
the district Convention. When he was District secretary back in 2019, he queried both Lowell 
and Marlborough about why they were not participating and the response he received was  
“they were not interested”. 
 
Lt Governor Report - Dino Constantinou 
 
Thanked his fellow district officers. Looking forward to the future. It was an honor to mingle with 
fellow AHEPANs at the WooSox. The goal is for AHEPA to prosper, to promote Hellenism and 
grow the membership. 
 
Lt. DG report voted on and accepted 
 
District Treasurer Report - 
See attached report 
DT answered a question about how many accounts they have to give scholarships and the 
process they followed. 
 
Treasurers voted and accepted 
 
District Secretary  
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 Nothing to report 
 
District Athletic Director: George Papalambros 
 
Bowling Tournament in March. 
Made 110 from 50/50 raffle. 
 
Sponsored Haverhill golf tournament, Lynn tournament 
 
J. District Annual Financial Report - George Leasca 
 
Available upon request. He submitted them to the District Secretary. He explained how the 
funds are managed. They are managed on a scale of 1 to 5 on risk. 1 being very conservative 
(CDs), 2-4 would be mixed and 5 would be aggressive growth. For the scholarship funds, they 
are managed 2-3 on the risk scale. They do not take a lot of risk but some of the funds are 
invested in stocks and not exclusively in CDs etc. 
 
He shared how much income each of the scholarship funds has earned ytd. 
 
 
K. Sons of Pericles – Maids of Athena - (Status/future)  
 
Michael Condakes: Boston sons - there has not been much activity the past two years, but they 
have compiled an updated list of members and possible new members. Coming up on the 100th 
anniversary of the Sons. 
 
 
L. Chapter Reports------ 
- Recognize President, Officers and Delegates from the Zorbas Chapter # 176, Woburn, MA. 
 
Chapter 24 - Brother Kokkotos - big thanks to the District governor for his hard work. Celebrated 
100th anniversary. It was a great success. Have a great group of officers. Successful meetings. 
 
 
Haverhill - See attached report. 
 
Current members are 63. 
 
Do four major events each year. At christmas, they put together baskets to give out to those in 
need in the community 
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Lynn - Costa Speridakos - two new officers. 55 members as of December 2023. Two initiations 
in 2024. Hosted two coffee hours, a christmas party, and a comedy show at the end of May. 
100th anniversary event September 27, 2024.  
 
Brockton - Dino Constantiniou: Continue to build membership. Have a committee for their 100th 
anniversary. Last November 4 they had their inaugural golf tournament.  
This year they will be giving 2 $500 scholarships 
 
 
Worcester - Charles Kiritsy: 121 members. Added 3 new members in 2022. Current 
membership is 121 members. Lost 5 members in 2022 and 4 members in 2022. Cherish their 
memory. Conducted audit in 2021. They are able to give up to 5 scholarships of $1000/per year.   
 
Sponsor superbowl event each year. Worcester has its own AHEPA facility. They share it with 
the Church. Had a comedy event this past year. Had a Glendi each year. Standing scholarship 
fund. Death benefit fund. 
 
Mentioned the WooSOX event Worcester Parish and AHEPA co-sponsored. 
 
Watertown - John Abate: 24 members. AHEPA day on May 24. Watertown won the district 
history tournament. AHEPA sponsors the team. 
 
Woburn Chapter 176 - Dimitri Vasquez: chapter reactivated a year ago. 27 members. Have had 
3 lectures. Had a wine tasting. Support Greek owned businesses. Sponsored a team for the 
history tournament. Have a good relationship with church. Stressed the importance of having 
this relationship. Sponsored a bus to bring congregation to Greek independence day parade. 
Thank everyone for coming  to the district convention. 
 
 
Motion was made to approve all reports. Reports were accepted. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE (Standing) REPORTS 
1. Scholarship Report : Ask John Abate for summary of scholarships given 15 recipients for 26k 
of various amounts.They earned 28k and gave away 26K. DG thanked Ted nikolopoulos for his 
hard work. 
2. Charitable Fund Report: DG who serves on charity committee stated that they have earning 
1,800 which is available to use towards donations(80%) 
3. Public Relations Report: No one present 
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N. Old Business 
 
 
1. Mid Year Conference - 21 brothers in attendance. Main thrust was about what we can do to 
increase membership. Watertown presented what they are doing to increase membership. They 
have a questionnaire. 
 
AHEPA Sunday: DG encouraged chapters to be proactive with parish priests to read the 
announcement. Reserve two pews up front. Sponsor coffee hours and have a table. In 
Worcester they have the priest read the flyer about AHEPA Sunday and they sponsor the coffee 
hour. They put out pre addressed envelopes with applications to make it easier for people to 
apply. 
 
DG stressed how important it is for Chapters to pay their per capita tax and how important it is to 
the district that chapters pay this amount. Plan was to discuss it further at the convention. 
 
2. Peter Vergados: spoke about the per capita tax and how it came about and what it was to be 
used for. Came into being in 2014. At last year's convention, it was voted that life members 
would not need to pay this $5 fee. There has always been push back from the chapters. 
According to the by laws of AHEPA, district has the power to impose this tax and chapters do 
not have a choice to not pay. How do we enforce this rule? 
 
Peter Vergados made a motion to exclude scholarship applicants from being considered for a 
scholarship if their chapter has not paid their per capita dues. 
 
DG feels that people will try to circumvent this rule. 
 
Motion was made to table original motion further. This motion passed. 
 
Issue still needs to be resolved 
 
O. New Business 
 
 
Welcome – Woburn Chapter- reinstatement - Chairman welcomed Woburn to the convention 
 
1. Recommendations from Mid-Year workshop- January 18, 2024.  Alex Geourntas has offered 
Boston to be the host of the midyear workshop and was accepted. Place to be determined. 
 2. 2025 District Bowling Tournament Host: Decision is to host it in the same location in March 
2025. Flyer goes out to daughters, maids and sons 
3. Recommendations for the District Convention for 2025 - Tri-District conference is planned for 
May 2025. Next district location for 2026 to be discussed at mid year workshop january 2025 
4.  Membership - Kosta Speridakos suggested having a district wide event to promote 
AHEPA.(need more PR, radio shows, barbeque, cigar event, coffee hours at church) 
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George Lattouf has volunteered to research having a bigger event we could sponsor 
 
P. Sign-up for Convention Committees 
1. Audit - books have been examined and approved.  
 2. Budget - See attached financial report submitted by John Abate, District Treasurer. Per 
Capita Report 

●​ Athens Chapter: 83 paid up member + 5 lifetime members 
●​ Haverhill: 67 paid up members plus 2 lifetime members 
●​ Lawrence: 1 paid up member 
●​ Lynn: 38 + 3 
●​ Brockton: ??? 
●​ Worcester: 70 + 9 
●​ Chicopee: 5 + 3 
●​ Lowell: 127 +7 
●​ Marlborough: 52 + 2 
●​ Woburn: 19 + 3 
●​ Webster: 4 + 6 
●​ Watertown: 22 + 2 
●​ Cape Cod: 7 + 2 

 If all chapters paid according to paid up members as of 12/31/23, the district would receive 
$2,285 towards the budget. 
3. Scholarship - Statistics available upon request. Verified that the District gave out 15 
scholarships totaling $26,000 out of $28,000 available. Letters have been sent out. Discussed 
possibility of increasing the number of scholarships by shifting dollars, but some of the 
scholarship funds are mandated by benefactors request. It is something the scholarship 
committee is going to explore. 
 4. Charitable Fund - $1800 available of which 80% can be issued out. Decided that $500 would 
go to Holy Trinity Nursing Home; $500 would go to the Hellenic Nursing Home in Canton; and 
$400 to Hellenic Academy in Lowell. They will continue to look for other Hellenic charitable 
organisations that they can donate to over the course of the coming year. 
5. Athletics - George Papalambros - recommended $800 budget(same amount as prior year) 

●​ $100 Brockton Golf Tournament 
●​ $100 Lowell Golf Tournament 
●​ $100 Haverhill Golf Tournament 
●​ $300 Bowling Tournament 
●​ $200 to Miscellaneous Athletic Events 

6. Hellenic Affairs - Brainstormed ways to promote Hellenism along with the Greek language 
and culture. How do we support hellenism, where are the young people 
6. Legislative - no committee 
8. Public relations - no report submitted 
 
 
R. ELECTIONS 
1.Election of Standing Committee Members- Nominations for 
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Scholarship Committee: 

Current members: Ted nikolopoulos, Dino Constantinou, Dalton Repass, Elaine Kevgas, John 
Abate, Peter Katsos 
Brother Peter Katsos term on the scholarship committee is up. Brother Demetrios Tsekrekas has 
been nominated. His nomination has been accepted. 

Name Comments 

Ted Nikolopoulos Term ends 2027. However, he would like to 
step aside. 

Dino Constantinou Term expires at 2025 District Convention 

Dalton Repass Term ends 2026 

Elaine Kevgas Term expires at 2025 District Convention 

John Abate 

Demetrios Tsekrekas Term expires 2027 

Charitable Fund Committee:  

Nominations: Kosta Speridakos, Alex Geourntas nominations accepted 

Demetrios Tsekrekas has nominated himself for charitable committee 

Name Comments 

Kosta Speridakos Term ends 2026 

Alex Geourntas Term Expires 2025.  

Demetrios Tsekrekas Term ends 2027 

Public Relations Committee:  

Chris Trakas, Chris Constantinou renominated. One opening to be filled. Kosta Speridakos and 
George Lattouf nominated as alternates. 
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Name Comments 

Chris Trakas Term ends 2027 

Chris Constantinou Term ends 2026 

Unfilled Need to elect third person 

 
 
All nominations for these committees voted on and accepted 
 
 
2. Election of District Lodge Officers- Nominations for 
District Governor - Dino Constantinou was nominated  
District Lt Governor - Charles Kiritsy nominated  
District Secretary - George Daskalos - nominated. unopposed 
District Treasurer - John Abate - nominated. unopposed 
District Athletic Director - George Papalambros nominated unopposed 
District Marshall - Jon Buterbough nominated. unopposed 
District Warden - Kosta Speridakos nominated. Unopposed 
 
All nominees were voted in 
 
S. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 
Moment of silence was given for Alex Mavrides and all AHEPANS who have passed away. 
 
Issue with the IRS has been cleared up regarding donations to AHEPA. 
The Congressional banquet is coming up May 22nd. In Washington DC. Senator Blumenthal. 
Rep Maloney, Chris Pappas, Marco Rubio. Issues of Cyprus plus other European issues to be 
raised. 
 
Dalton Respass thanked everyone for letting serve as Supreme Governor. 
 
Oath of Office by Highest Ranking AHEPAN present 
 
Adjourn 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm  
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Attachments 
‘ 
 

1.​ Delegate List: 
2.​ Financial Report 
3.​ Chapter Reports 
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